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	9302 Flowline Burial for Insulation

Shell has demonstrated (7 flowlines in GoM) that flowline burial can provide useful levels of insulation for gas and oil production flowlines and very good cool-down times, 3-4 days. However, the scope of application of this technology is not clear. Is it applicable to any production flowline? Can thermal expansion upheaval buckling be prevented or managed for higher temperature flowlines? A clear understanding of this opportunity should provide substantial return on investment. Flowline burial for insulation is considered an enhancing technology.
 It is the objective of this project to definitively determine the scope of application of flowline burial for insulation within the constraints of product, flowline length, inlet temperature, and soil shear strength.

The basic scope of work for this project is to:

• Develop definitive Design Basis to guide investigations

• Perform investigations to identify scope for application and value potential of flowline burial for insulation

• Perform analyses and investigations to demonstrate feasible schemes to implement flowline burial for insulation for HT (<=300 degF) flowlines

• Develop a Final Report documenting findings

• Present findings to Deepstar
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