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	9501 GoM Ultra-deep Riserless Mud Recovery JIP - Feasibility Study and Planning

Controlling drilling fluids in the top hole section of boreholes through the use of Riserless Mud Recovery (RMR) is viable and has proven its worth in shallow water. RMR technology is needed in ultra-deep waters as exploration pushes to the outer continental shelf and beyond. DeepStar Phase VI included CTR 6502, a feasibility study for utilizing commercially available top hole drilling (THD) / dual gradient drilling (DGD) technologies as a financial advantage for oil and gas exploration in deep and ultra-deep waters. A financial advantage was identified but non-technical barriers associated with ship leasing terms were significant and a solution was not provided. This project will:

· Determine the feasibility of utilizing the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP) Riserless Vessel when available and builds on CTR 6502 to field trial riserless mud recovery. 
· Evaluate deployment of the AGR RMR system in ultra-deep water at reduced rates using a drilling vessel with an existing long term contract to demonstrate this environmentally friendly mud management and borehole management technology.
· Prepare a detailed field test program using the Jordies Resolution, and the AGR RMR mud system to demonstrate deepwater THD.
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